_ MEETING FOR DIVINE WORSHIP. 
BIRMINGHAM, COSELEY, 
Cannon-Street, and CRADELEY . 
Bond-Street, EVESHAN 
‘BRITTLE-LANE, KIDDER NA, 
Asso CIATION AT BR OMSGR OVE, 
June 4th and 5H, 1811; 


“Maintaining the Independence of their respe 
‘ing the Important Doctrines of Three Equal Persons in the Godhead :—Eter- 


' yeu,” are expressions, which we trust: we can appropriate as our own, 


‘turning again to folly ‘amongst you, we.cannot forbear retiring inte 2 


ELDERS AND MESSENGE 


ctive Churches ;—and firmly believ« "| 


“nal and Personal Election ;—Original Sin ;—Particular Redemption ;--Free 
* Justification by the Righteousnéss of Christ imputed ;—Eficacious Grace in. 
"Regeneration :—the Final Perseverance of the Saints Resurrection of the __ 


SEVERAL SOCIETIES raky REPRESENT. 


Dear 


OUR welfare lies out “ We live if you stand fast,” 
i ae long after you all-in the Lord,” * we seek not yours but oe 


When we hear’ that you live in eace, bear one another's 
burdens, grow in benevolence, ‘humility ,*prayer and watchful- 
“messjand increase in numbers with such dike shall be saved, we shed 
‘the,tear of joy, and call-upow all that ig within us to bless God forthe =—s_ 5, 
ad tidings. But whep on the other hand we hear af ‘ dissensions, cee 
kéwarmness and indifference to the means of grace, and of some a 


ur jclosets to express before God_the pungent sorrow we feel, and to 
implore on your behalf recovering grace, 
So important in our estimation your individual end collective: 
prosperity, that in obedience to opr Master's call-we gladly 
onr time and talénts. to promote them, and think ourselyes..well 
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ignorant of this, ‘we trust we have chdsen one’ that will not be 
teresting or in vain in the Lord, since it is a subject of great impor- — 
public We propore to ede ropefly attended to) of privaté.and 


| 


o address you ‘on on“ The muture and ad- 
If Christ Bas any suthority in the church, 


any obedietice, self-denial must be a duty, 
it can be proved that the benefits Christ: bestows destroy: all 
moral obligation, and give believers a ligence to-indulge: 
of the flesh and the mind. But can it-be su that because be 
his Father's will and was obedient unto death, and rose | 


justification, that this entitles. us-fo break bis holy laws 
‘Spirit, without shame or fear of punishment? Ha man 
principle ‘towards ‘his benefactor in’ commen ‘life, he: will’ j be 
| cousidered as one of the vilest of the vile. ° Nor ‘can it be id with 
‘greater propriety, that though self-deniul is a duty there 1s: no o 
| God is implanted and his Spirit dwells, the mind will infallibly — 
be led'to ‘know ‘and disposed to do the will of God ‘without | 
gid. it be right to act upon this principle, Christ; ‘bis Apostles, 
tilinisters have uniformly acted upon a wrong one, and given them-— 
selves a great deal of trouble. But we'trust iisimmations = = = 
of this kind will ever be treated by you withjall the abhorrencethey =g#88§= Jf 
merit. Nothing can be more plain than that God hath im his works of 
providence ‘arid redemption connected means andiend;dutyand privilege 


‘atts 


tn * 


; and ‘the attempts of man to separate them must ulti-— 
mately tertiindte’in shame and confusion of face; for he hath dove 
things well, so well, that vain man by attempting to-alter them 
far as int him lies, robs God of f the nobl 


but makes provi | | 
of the flesh and the mind,” disciple of Christ; der 
whosoever will be thy disciple let him deny himeelf, and take 
@poss"and follow So m e Old and New Testament we aretaught | 


a 4 | by precept and example to deny ourselves “ all ung and worldly 
Aasts, t0° five soberly and righteously and godly im-this present 


Is it blind submission to all the heavy burdens which 

‘The self-denial we recommend consists in a submission to the 
“ { sutliority of the great Head of the church, imitating his holy example, 
the promises who denied themselves whatever opposed the 

“Christ.. Reason must always accede. to the of 

« we ought to obey God rather than men.”” hen we'are a 


that 


| B d ider the natu 
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beheld inthe universe. ut we proceed 1.) to consider reo 
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ay honour of God and in public eal 


all and follow never disputed his right to command, but ren- 
dered to him ithe most cheerful submission, and counted not their lives 


nind th Jesus. Christ is not ‘diminished; 
| § My give ome heart,’ is still his claim; and the same divine 
‘principles that influenced their actions should influence us to 
| ourselves “« the pleasures of sin w which are but for 4 season.” 


himself, (who will hardly allow himself the 
life that he may accumulate schon but that. which. 
d. leve dietate: the follower of Christ may eat and 
the which. God provides for him, 
us riebly to be enjoyed. But he is not allowed, 
on 4 for his own things, This is.enforced _ 
+ the 
3 


self-denial practised by those our Lord: ~ 
was a stranger and ye took mein; 
; I was sick and in prison and ye visited 
tly commended and rewarded for deny 
men derive from ease, reputation, 
ich, they. with’ difficulty have obtained, for 
their aid to. the necessitous, Upon. this. 
gratify a revengeful disposition; Ven- 
it, saith the ;” ‘if thine enemy 
"then that eurse Pray for them whe 
as from this benevolence of mind the 
‘not eat meat while the world steed,” 
offend. _He became ‘all things to 
gain. some,” and denied himself any 
urt a weak brother. And sacrifices of this 


themselv es rou or bow wil may to all men, 
h or how it e to give 
stewards? Let. us not loye only 
, who humbled bimself, and went 
dead, and dressed his wounds, set him on his 
expence, 
iso voluntasy.act, rmed in 
of. God. This.was the, case. with when 
with the people. of to. the enjoyment of the 


could any allerements terror of new nove the gy 


egraced imured his fellow men. and cdishonoureda God, she 
x 
| blood... They made no account of any thing compared 
| ‘ith thevobedience they owed,.to Christ; and though the self-denial to | 
10. which We are called 1s not (hat which the cove- | 
- benevolence 
to live to hi a 
| 
4 | | { 
| —¥as hungry and ye fed 
.these persons. are 
_— themselves the pleasures 
e 
7 possession of property j 
| principle we are ferbidc 
is mine, J will 4 
» feed -him.;" b 
despitefully use you.” 
| .* Apostle declared he wo 
it. should -make his 
gill. men. that he might ee 
enjoyment rather than 
|  ghow 
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which Egypt could furnish, formed a wonderful contrast with the shires 
of Christ and suffering with the people of God; yet the latter was — 
ferred without any force upon his-will, or violence to his reason. This _ 
remarkable act of self-denial was not'done in‘an ostentatious manner, 
to gain the admiration of the present and succeeding ages, like the : 
donations, prayers, and fastings of those ‘‘ who loved the praises of — 
men more than’ the praise of God,” Self-denial was practised by _ 
both, but the one was exceedingly offensive, the other an offering — 
leasant unto the Lord, A servant of Christ denies himself all ungod-— 
lies and worldly lusts, because he inwardly and devoutly hates every 
false way, but loves the law of God: hence it is he flees from the 
appearance of ¢vil that it may not grieve him ; so that he is not forced — 
into acts of self-denial by coercive measures, as the slave-is driven to his 
task, for his language is ‘‘ thy servant feareth the Lord ;”’ and that fear . 
._is more efficacious than the scourge. So when Zaccheus.felt the graceof ' 
God indeed, he began his religious course with self-denial; he laid aside | 
‘every weight andthe sin that most easily beset him,”’ he could no more’ 
taste the sweets of extortion, but freely proposed to make restitution to _ ie 
the injured, and distribution to ‘the poor ; “ old thing}passed away and 
all things became new :’’ it was a new thing for this man to deny him- 
self, and to satisfy the just claims of others; it was ‘‘ the Lord's doings 
and marvellous” to all around: God hath given us general rules, and it is 
the business of a good man to apply them to those particular cases to which 
they are applicable. Lyery instance of self-denial to which you may be 
called could not.be specified; there isa vast variety of ways in which : 
we may do good, numerous in$tances in which our. own inclination 
must be opposed, anil our worldly interest given up, (in all of which oh 
self-denial must be practised;) and the man who has no disposition 
to do good, nor to sacrifice his own interest and gratification for the 
honour and glory of God, has no just claim to the character of a 
In the self-denial of a disciple of Christ, there is something so ad- 
_ mirably disinterested, that it forms a striking contrast to the pretended 
humiliations of those men who make a gain of godliness, whose reli- 
- gion is a trade by which they seek honour and worldly emolument. __ 
The object of such persons is to ingratiate themselves into the good + '_—| 
Opinion of their neighbours; hence if they fast, they must disfigure | 
themselves; if they give to the poor, they must sound’a trumpet ; if 
 theypray, it must be in the corners of the streets; if they deliver | 
, gh oratious, it must be to please men. Of this sort were the courtly 
ise prophets, scribes, and pharisees of old, and too many now are just © 
of the same mind: take away these men’s gain and there is an-end to 
their religion; they live and act as if religion were a farce and there 
_ were no God, rewards, nor punishments. Their gaudy religion and the | 
_ patronage-they obtain make them proud aud fearless of God and ‘man: 
but the follower of Christ lives and acts as a citizen of another com- 
- Munity, he views himself a pilgrim and stranger; seeks another and 
-hetter country, his. treasure and affections are in heaven, and his chief 
_ are is to please his Lord and Master. ‘‘ Blessed is that servant whom 
his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing.” A disciple of Christ 
does not forget he is a man/‘and has an interest in this world, but his 
. ¥eligion is of too great importance to be made a mere tool to promote 
it; on the contrary he has-often been called to sacrifice all as a man, 
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‘for Christ’ Lis, without of any thing in 


en but hatred, poverty, reproach, calumny, and persecu- 


en the call is plain his reply is, “//None of these thin 


} move me, neither count I my life dear to me, that I may win Christ.” 


repay bie 
and for the 
know what hi 
in the sight c 

secret; if he suffers it is not as an evil doer, but for righteousness sake. 
ane whether 


which is good) 


Sd So when he d s good it ‘is often to those who can never repay hiin ; F 


, the halt, or blind, or perhaps to those who will 
1 for good, yet he cheerfully does good for Christ’s sake 
ke of the good itself, and does ‘not let “ his left hand 
s right hand doeth:” so when he humbles himself it és 
God ; when he prays it is to his Father (and often) in 


e gratifies or denies himself it is done to the glory of God. 

Finally, dear brethren, (upon this part of the subject,) we be- 
each you fo Christ s sake that ye prove all things and hold fast that 
; be not conformed to this world in its principles, extra- 


 -vagances, dispositions, tempers, intemperance, amusements, or neglect 


divine'thin 
be ye follower: 


be done with 
| Secondly, 


but from a 


; “ but be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds: 
of God as dear children, denying yourselves all ungod- | 
liness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 

present wotld;” Remember, to deny yourselves in these things is what — 
even reason dictates and | good will to men requires ; of course it should 
out constraint, as a matter of choice, without any selfish 
principle. But we proposed to consider, | : 
he self-denial. Though a disciple of 
erely with a view to his own advantage present or future, 
ore generous principle of love’ to Christ and his fellow 
nien, and perhaps in many of his best actions he has no thought of 


does not -act 


any. advantage resulting’ therefrom to himself; yet that “‘ every man 


. Shall be rewarded’ aceording to his works whether they be. good or 
bad,” sis. truth we ought to believe as firmly as our own existence. 


But the advantages of self-denial are not confined to the individu 
whd —— important duty ; they extend to others also. i 
- It may be shown that the self-denying christian is a useful chara 
ter; the world is benefitted by him, nor can it long exist without ue 
“ Ye are the salt of the earth,” “ye are the light of the world,” ar 


expressions that prove.our assertion. But if a man making a profesting 


disciples: of 


denies himself, takes up his cross, and follows Christ, is useful in 


i of religion is as proud, extravagant, intemperate, and selfish as other 


men, it is plain that man will do much harm, for bis conduct will gi 

the world a wrong idea of religion, and cause them to think worse of — 
others and better of themselves than they ought; let therefore your con- 
duct and a be as becometh the gospel of Christ, that you inay 
thereby co these errors. The self-denying conduct of a good man 


| will have a tendency to enable him to do good unto all men by p 


moting peace amongst them, alleviating | their distresses, supplying thei 
wants, and restraining their vices ; <‘ let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works.” ‘Those who profess to be the 
hrist, but do not deny eens worldly lusts except 
in a very partial manner, form a sort of middle class in society, that are 
unfit to be closely united with either the world or the church, and 
are more miserable and injurious than either. But the man w 


family and neighbourhood, at a fast or a feast, iv a cottage or 


palace, as “a or "ta < 
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ean, to the freeman and slave; for the language and conduct of such a 


} 


man form an overwhelming eloquence that enlightens and reforms 
the-most ignorant and.dissolute. There is something so wonderfully 
grand and beautiful in the self-denying religion of Christ, that when it — 
is exhibited in its native simplicity and graces by those who 
it, they may be said to be all glorious. withim, and their garments. 

of wrought gold excite the admiration and reverence of the beholder; — 
end whilst a number of such characters exist, some will be brought 
out of darkness into marvellous light, the moral state of society will be | 


r improved, and the blessings of providence not so much abused, nor the 
means of information so confined, as would be the case if they did not. 
One adventage therefore resulting from self-denial upon. gospel prin- | 


iples, and to the extent duty calls, is, that the men of the world are 


materially benefitted thereby. 


_ Another advantage that we might point ont is, that the church of 
Christ is benefitted by such conduct. Every member of a church ought 
to consider, how he may promote the interest of that society to which 
he belongs, for without care and self-denial a prosperous interest may 
soon be ruined, The fruits of many years labour may be scattered 
and spoiled by one dreadful storm. Such self-denying characters as — 
we have described make the church to which they belong respectable, 


- for no law.nor tongue. can justly condemn them; ‘‘ they are more ex- 


cellent than their neighbour.’”” They cannot be imactive in a church, _ 


‘but are “ diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord:’ like | 


those goad women who, were early. at the sepulchre, they are early 
and constant at the house,ef God, cheerfully denying. themselves those © 


indulgences which keep too many from public worship, to the grief 


of their minister, their own loss, and contamination of their connec-_ 
tions ; brit a few such veterans in the army of Christ are more formida-— 
ble to an enemy than a huge host of undisciplined professors. The | 
character we have been describing capnot rest if Zion be in ruins, but — 


must labour incessantly to repair them; he goes about like his Lord — 


to do good to the ignorant, to those enquiring ‘‘ the way to Zion with 
their thitherward,” to these who are cast down, afflicted, and in 


‘want, fo rouse the careless.and indolent, and restore the fallen. The 


will be improved in proportion a. self-— 


state of a religious society 


_ denial is practised ; let that be dispensed with, and the state of religion _ 
_ ‘well soon yesemble an ancient buildmg that is going fast to ruin, er an— 


uncultivated garden that produces nothing but noxious weeds. If a_ 
member of a church becomes carnal and satiates himself with the — 
pleasures of the world, and becomes proud and self-willed, revenges all — 
| ition, treats his brethren with contempt, and neglects the means _ 
of grace; he. then becemes dangerous to that society, as the accursed — 


thing to Israel, or a mortified limb to the human body. But those — 


characters who ‘‘ deny themselves and take up the cross and fo!low 


Christ," honour Gol thereby, and God also honours. them by making — 
their example, prayers, advice and efforts, eminently serviceable in _ 
promoting the interest, of religion; so that they become. the pillars 
= ornaments of the house of God who are most distinguished by — 
“Dear brethren, let us hope that the prospect of being serviceable to 
@ Jost and miserable world and to the church of God, will stimulate 


| 

| 
| 
| 


< } 


+ 
j > 
riends | enemies, to. princes and peasants, to A 
| 
| 
j 
~ 
\ 
/ 
ine 
f 
€ 
ie 
a4 
it 
| 
‘ 
é 
: 
j 
1 
= 
4 
| 
3 
H 
| 4 
4 
| 
i 
aS 
| 


go chu t deny youre very inane 

their advantage. “4 
es But your own interest will be promoted by self-denial. It wih 

a promote your own good, independently of its effects upon others. Hap-+ * 
sPimess is: of vast i ance to man. Riches, honours, sumptuous 

_.° fare and gaudy apparel, the applauses of numerous friends, va i 

and carnal gratifications, are wretched substitutes for inw 

peace and joy; as useless as the pbmpons faneral and splendid tomb 

to the dead: ‘but self-denial is the path wisdom points out, and” her. 

| ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.” That 

the = enjoyed in following the self-denying commands and 
more than com for sacrifice that can 
be made, from reason, revelation, and experience. Those 
z who give to the poor, forsake ‘‘ father and mother, sister and brother, 
house and land, and lose their own lives for Christ’s sake,” shall not 
only be indemnified, but'be repaid with interest, more than | 

be hoped'for by retaining them. 
So the peave-makers and merciful are more happy than those who | 

‘ will make no sacrifices for the relief -of the miserable, the ee ae 3 

ia “or restoration of peace where it is endangered or lost :'so they have 

more cause for joy who are persecuted for righteousness sake, tran 

they have who ite. Abraham ‘was more happy in having given q 

up a natural right to Let, when it became for them to . 
than if he had strenuously insisted upon making the choice himself, 
This noble act of self-denial, made to preserve and brotherly love; 

‘ terminated as most acts of this sort have doite, to the advautage of him a 

who makes the sacrifice. So the solemn detiés of religion are in ges | 
neral a pleasure or a task, according as the mind is under the influence ‘ 
ef sensual enjoyments or self-denial. The former produces hardtiess of 
_ heart, blindness in the understanding, backwardness and shame, especi 
with respect to the more private duties of prayer, reading, self-exami- 

: | mation, and christian conversation: but self-denial has the contra 

i effect, and produces a gust for those duties, They, like his meat and 

ee alateble and refreshing to himself and savory to others. 

E | Those who deny themselves, give to others, and enjoy themselves, the 
best evidence of their calling and election of God, of their right * 
‘through grace to all the blessings of the new covenant. They -" 
‘* heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ” pe 

Those persons who excel in the exercise of nclf-denial,” er - 
an unassumed and natural pre-eminence over their brethren th -4 
none can justly dispute or take fron: them, are entitled to 
love and confidence, and to the. must honourable and useful offices. # 

_ Such characters will be the temples’ of the Holy Ghost, who will ‘a 
‘take of the things of God and show to them; and’ the secret of “a 
the Lord will be with them, and he will show them his. covenant; | 
like. trees planted by rivers of water, their leaf shall be green, and 
they will bring forth fruit in season; being planted in the houseof | 
our God nor will flourish in his eourts. Finally, such a character . 
enjoying such advantages has ‘nothing that ought to alarm or terrify 
him; no, neither men nor devils, poverty’ nor sickness, death nor —- | 

<j judgment to come, for all must onsale work together for his f 
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_. the fruits of salvation? To, 
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the Circular Letter. Met again 
‘Scroxton introduced the service by. 
were read, and Brother Davis 


to be given up, the most.awful 


His’ birth, 


Brooks, Wassal, Wilkes, Price, Davis, Muckley, 
oer in leading the devotion of the worshippers, At half past pes 


be made. 


tere inclination and forego our own interest ; and that all we have te 


do is firmly to believe we shall be saved ? If men’s inclinations were‘ to 
‘be the standard rule of right and wrong, and reason and the Bible were 


conseqnenc 
to believe we are the children of God and heirs of eslvetion without 


from sin, and ‘become -servants to God, ye 


dear brethren, that Christ hath left us an. that we should tread 


in his steps. His whole life was an exhibition of disinterested benevo- . 
pleased mot, himself.” 


and self-denial. It is expressly said that <‘ he 
; he sought not his own will, but the will of him that sent him. 


‘all your trouble and expence. ‘‘ He that. loseth his life for my soke 


shall find it.” —To the disiuterested and self-denying, he will say in the 
of Ju kingdom 


‘«< Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 


ew 


E 


BREVIATES, 


“Wapwe: spay met at three o'clock. Brother Sctoxton 

at six in the evening, Brother 
yer; the letters from the Churches 

Juded with prayer. 

Tuurspax morning, at six o’clock assembled for prayer, Brethren 

Trotman were 


public services were introduced with reading the scriptures 


a oh by Brothér Griffin: Brother Belsher preached from Gal. ii. 


liveth in mée—and Brother Butterworth, from J obo i ix. 


es would follow ; ought we | 


ve a thing without evidente constitutes 

folly and presumption ; we trast “ ye have not so learned Christ ; | 
but now being made free | 

have your fruit unto holiness and the end ‘everlasting life.” canis 


P s life, his death, were not for himself, but deyoted.to his — 
friends and You are called Christians from: the 
that. you have imbibed the spirit of Christ. Therefore “:he ye followers 
him as dear children.” in this Christ will Fox 


supposition 


Pear brethren, you.see: self-denial is confined to a few persons 
_ ‘4n the family of Christ, nor to a few extraordinary occasions ; nor is it 
-  @-fermal ceremony that must be kept up in a periodical manner, but 
aie ins with religion, and cannot be dispe with in the present 
|. state. You cannot preserve a conscience void of offence, a character , 
an unblemished, forbear to do injury, or do good, but some sacrifices must 
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ii. 16. God id the 
"prayer; Brother Draper preached from John iii. 106. so loved t a 
/- world, that he-gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in fz 


